
This is the self-access version.

Supplementary and follow-up resources are available from the ALL Connect blog
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This outline describes the content of this module and its follow-up (on the ALL Connect 
blog).

Examples of texts and activities are given throughout in a variety  of languages 
(sometimes with variants available) and the Action Plan (available on the ALL Connect 
blog) will be personal and include any/all of the Languages you teach.

If possible you could work with a partner for professional dialogue and to support each 
other. 

The presentation is intended to be a focus for reflection as well as exemplification.  
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explore and reflect – the emphasis of ALL Connect  is on Language teachers taking 
ownership of the Programme of Study and clarifying what they think are valuable 
approaches / useful practice / interesting resources for their learners within their own 
context

These Objectives will be reviewed, and can be revisited in Follow Up sessions. They are 
available on a handout (in the Blog) for you to use for tracking.
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This Starter is simply to stimulate some initial thoughts on your learners, and on the 
development of writing skills.

It is important to begin to look at the concept of varying lengths of written text and how 
this evolves from year 7 across the key stage. It would also be useful to define what you 
understand by the term “extended” writing. 
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This outline will be interspersed with examples of Texts of different sorts suggested by 
Language teachers, along with some interaction around the texts. The whole 
presentation is available within the ALL Connect resources for teachers wishing to use 
individual resources or adapt approaches themselves.
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http://pdcinmfl.com/writing/
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The Purpose of Study is the overarching philosophy of the curriculum guidance, but is 
sometimes overlooked.

It is worth exploring how these points  relate to the Language teacher’s wish to motivate 
and engage learners, and to ask what impact they are intended to have on the design of 
a scheme of work. 

What questions do these raise?

You could consider..

What do participants consider to be the “real-world” or practical context of language 
learning?

How might extended writing contribute to this? What types of extended texts might 
students have been exposed to? (links with the Literature module here)

What strategies do we currently use to enable pupils to express their ideas and 
thoughts in writing?

What are the barriers to pupils expressing their ideas and thoughts in writing?

What will we need to consider if we are to develop their skills in expressing their ideas 
and thoughts in writing?

What are the implications for teaching and learning?
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Some suggestions from one school’s schemes of work. Aim here is to flag up the range 
of types of writing activities students can be doing and the importance of creative, 
motivating and interesting activities with a “real” purpose. 

•What other activities are you doing in your classrooms? 

•Which do you use in year 7? Year 8? Year 9? Are they the same or different?

•Are there any which you use for more able groups or students?

•Are there any which you use for less able groups or students?
•How do you support students in their writing?

9



•This lesson follows a lesson based on Studio 1 where students learn vocabulary for 
canteen items and learn to say what they eat / drink and give opinions about this. 
•Students worked in the ICT room and were given pictures taken from this website: 
http://www.cracktwo.com/2014/04/what-kids-eat-for-lunches-around-world.html
•The objective for the lesson was to produce a piece of writing about what one young 
person eats for lunch. The aim was also to get students to reflect on similarities and 
differences and the reasons for those. 
•This is one example of a completed piece of written work. 
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4-6 mins

Consider the questions below and design some activities, strategies or resources to 
support the written work.

•How would you introduce this idea to pupils?
•What activities would they do to build up to this written work?
•How would you support their written work?
•What feedback strategies or resources would you use?
•What do you like about this concept?
•How could you improve it further?
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4-6 mins

•This homework task followed a lesson where students were describing celebrities. 
•The objective for the lesson was to produce a piece of writing about a celebrity, 
explaining why you like them and what they like / dislike, practising using verbs in the 
third person. 
•This is one example of a completed piece of written work. 
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4-6 mins

Consider the questions below and design some activities, strategies or resources to 
support the written work.

•How would you introduce this idea to pupils?
•What activities would they do to build up to this written work?
•How would you support their written work?
•What feedback strategies or resources would you use?
•What do you like about this concept?
•How could you improve it further?
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•This was a homework task for a scheme of work centred around the earthquake in 
Haiti on the topic of “where I live”
•With thanks to Chris Fuller for the inspiration: http://www.chrisfuller.typepad.com/ 

Chris does a similar project in Spanish which he presented at Language World in 2014
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4-6 mins

Consider the questions below and design some activities, strategies or resources to 
support the written work.

•How would you introduce this idea to pupils?
•What activities would they do to build up to this written work?
•How would you support their written work?
•What feedback strategies or resources would you use?
•What do you like about this concept?
•How could you improve it further?
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•This was a first draft of an end of term assessment. Students had to describe their best 
friend. 
•Students self-assessed in green pen (two ticks and a target) and the teacher assessed in 
red pen
•Students then redrafted in green pen, taking on board the feedback
•They then revised for the assessment where they wrote a description of their best 
friend with no access to resources

16



•This was a first draft of an end of term assessment. Students had to describe their best 
friend. 
•Students self-assessed in green pen (two ticks and a target) and the teacher assessed in 
red pen
•Students then redrafted in green pen, taking on board the feedback
•They then revised for the assessment where they wrote a description of their best 
friend with no access to resources

Consider the questions below:
•Is this triple impact marking method something that already takes place in your school?
•Do you think it is effective in improving writing skills?
•What other strategies or structures do you use to support written work?
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•This writing frame was given to a set 3 class to support writing about pictures of Paris 
during the Occupation. This was part of a History/French cross-curricular unit of work 
done in term 5 of year 9. 
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•How would you introduce this idea to pupils?
•What activities would they do to build up to this written work?
•How would you support their written work?
•What feedback strategies or resources would you use?
•What do you like about this concept?
•How could you improve it further?
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Taken from a year 7 term 1 transition module

The writing task done at the end of the lesson was their assessment for the end of term 
1
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Students read the texts on the next slides and completed the grid, checking what type of 
text and what level they thought it was 
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The points don’t mean anything, but were strangely motivating!
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Checklist from: http://www.rachelhawkes.com/ 

30



31



32



Choosing the right class is key. Will you need to differentiate the tasks to fit a mixed-
ability group? 

Try to think of a range of strategies they could use with the identified class. Reflect on 
how you can make writing activities interactive and fun. 

How will you support students to write extended texts?
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This is a taster of titles available in follow-up sessions on the ALL Connect blog
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The Action Plan should be brief and practicable. It should be used at the end of each 
Follow Up session, and should include something that you can make progress with –
some research, a pilot activity, a departmental discussion etc.  

36



37



Please also visit the ALL Writing wiki : http://all-writingtranslation.wikidot.com/
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